
 

 

The Director -General 

Department of Environmental Affairs 

Attention: Ms Magdel Boshoff 

Private Bag X447 

PRETORIA 

Email: mboshoff@environment.gov.za 

 

OBJECTION TO TRADE IN RHINO HORN 

 

National Environmental Management: Biodiversity Act (10/2004): Draft regulations for 

the domestic trade in Rhinoceros Horn, or a part, product or derivative of Rhinoceros 

Horn 

 

Dear Ms Boschoff, 

 

Captured In Africa Foundation feel it is critical to re-highlight some key facts, figures 

and issues concerning the current state of the rhino population and poaching crisis and 

why any trade in rhino horn can only be viewed as being detrimental to both rhino 

horn demand reduction campaigns and anti-poaching measures. 

 

Poaching Numbers are as Bad as Ever 

 

Contrary to the DEA’s seemingly joyous announcement that rhino poaching figures for 

2016 were down; A total of 1 054 rhino were poached in 2016, compared to 1 175 in 

the same period for 2015, representing a decline of 10.3% - with the DEA claiming their 

efforts are having the “desired results”. 

 

If that minuscule decline is what the DEA are aiming for, then that is not good enough. 

Nowhere near good enough to save the rhino species from extinction. So what now? 

As we can assure you, extinction is looming fast at current rates. 

 

The DEA speak of reduced poaching figures for 2016, in fact given the reduction of 

rhino numbers in Kruger National Park, it can also mean less rhino to poach. In tandem 

with this, we have seen an increase in poaching AWAY from Kruger National Park and 

whilst the DEA so proudly proclaim that their great efforts are working, this is sadly 

untrue for the rest of South Africa.  



 

 

The DEA notes that; For 2016 there were a staggering 2883 instances of poaching-

related activities (such as poaching camps, contacts, crossings, sightings, tracks and 

shots fired) in the Park, compared to 2 466 recorded in the same period in 2015. This is 

an increase of 16.9%. 

 

The increase in poaching related activities is of major concern, combined with the 

increased poaching of rhinos away from Kruger National Park and what we have is a 

huge misrepresentation of the poaching crisis. 

 

Whilst the DEA celebrates small victories, what we are truly looking at is a worsening 

crisis, more widespread rhino poaching and heightened violence. 

 

What of the orphaned rhinos? 

What of the baby rhinos killed still in their mother’s womb? 

What is the true number of rhinos killed if we consider these numbers? 

 

 

Captive Rhino Poaching 

 

Sadly we have seen a new type of poaching, from those desperate to have a part of the 

action, fueled by an industry based on myth. Yet South Africa wish to further fuel this 

myth by trading in it. 

 

• Thula Thula Rhino Orphanage was tragically hit by poachers. Not only were two 

rhino calves killed, but staff were also assaulted.  

 

Has Minister Molewa or any DEA staff member visited Thula Thula? Have the DEA 

visited ANY rhino orphanage to hear their stories? The stories from the front line? We 

are surprised the DEA have not offered their greatest sympathies to these people. 

 

• In recent days, Thoiry Zoo near Paris, France had a rhino poached for its horn. 

This is combined with various other news stories of captive rhinos being 

poached for their horn. 

• Poachers have hit several captive rhino breeding farms in South Africa, along 

with already dehorned rhino being poached 



 

 

Poachers are going to extreme lengths to acquire rhino horn, whether legal or illegal. 

Any trade in rhino horn simply fuels the desire from Asia and further fuel the common 

man to go out and poach. 

 

 

Trade in Rhino Horn will spell extinction and increase major issues which the DEA and 

South Africa cannot reliably handle. 

 

Note that the DEA admit; “These criminal gangs are armed to the teeth, well-funded 

and part of transnational syndicates who will stop at nothing to get their hands on 

rhino horn” 

 

And TRADE in rhino horn will stop these highly armed, well-funded syndicates? Why 

does the DEA ignore key economic and pivotal understanding of organized crime. 

 

Every conservationist, economist and scientist has stated a case for NO TRADE in rhino 

horn, based on market & scientific evidence. Why are the DEA seemingly ignoring the 

masses and best advice of professionals in their field? 

 

Trade can only damage Demand Reduction campaigns 

 

With the evident success in Asia from the many demand reduction campaigns 

operated by both local Asian organisations and international NGO’s, South Africa sees 

themselves as playing a different role, one which says the complete opposite to the 

Asian rhino horn demand market. Why? Why chose to go against the grain when 

demand reduction is working and is the only way we will ultimately save rhinos. 

 

The Ivory trade is testament to our efforts, when trade was permitted, the industry 

saw further and continued poaching of elephants. Akin to the tiger & lion bone 

markets, when trade in tiger bones only exaggerated the demand and indeed the price 

increased. The DEA and CITES should be in the pivotal position to see and understand 

these key market trends. The only resulting answer is a NO TRADE policy in rhino horn. 

 

Any decision to trade in rhino horn, is fundamentally flawed 
 



 

 

For poachers to now turn to rhino orphanages and commit such heinous crimes, is 

testament to the vulgarity of this toxic industry, yet South Africa’s DEA wish to trade 

rhino horn and wet the Asian appetite further more? What does that say to those on 

the ground protecting rhinos? Why are they saving rhinos at all? 

 

It is clear, from all documented evidence presented by the vast majority of NGO’s, 

NPO’s, charities, conservationists, scientists and economists in South Africa and 

worldwide, that any trade in rhino horn would only help continue demand for rhino 

horn, driving this species to extinction. 

 

Africa and our fight has too much to lose for South Africa risk any trade in rhino horn. 

This is not a risk to take. 

 

 

Yours 

Captured In Africa Foundation 


